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CLASSIFICATION, NOMENCLATURE, DESCRIPTION, RANGE 
 
NAME:    Pseudabutilon thurberi (A.Gray) Fryxell 

COMMON NAME:  Thurber’s False Velvetleaf, Thurber’s Indian Mallow, Thurber 

     Abutilon 

SYNONYMS:  Abutilon thurberi A.Gray, Pseudabutilon sonorae Wiggins 

FAMILY:   Malavaceae 

 

AUTHOR, PLACE OF PUBLICATION: A. Gray. 1854. Mem. Amer. Acad. Arts 5:307. Pl. 

 Nov. Thurb.  

 

TYPE LOCALITY: Mexico, Sonora: Magdalena. 

 

TYPE SPECIMEN: Thurber 911, Oct. 1851. 

 

TAXONOMIC UNIQUENESS: The genus Pseudabutilon consists of 19 accepted species, 2 

of which occur in the United States. P. thurberi is the only member of its genus to occur in 

Arizona. Previously classified as an Abutilon, Pseudabutilon thurberi was moved from that 

genus due to the presence of an endoglossum, one of the defining characters of Pseudabutilon, 

along with having a distinctive and uniform fruit morphology, similar pubescence patterns 

(some stellate hairs and long simple hairs), and a distinctive chromosome number (x=8) (Fryxell 

1997).  

 

DESCRIPTION: Subshrub, erect, sometimes decumbent. Roots fibrous. Stems green, 

sparsely villous, hairs long, spreading, sometimes with small stellate hairs. Petioles ½-1 times 

blade length, leave blades 3-10 cm, ovate, 3-6 cm wide, sparsely pubescent with appressed hairs 

above and below, hairs often fewer below, margins crenate-serrate, base shallowly cordate, 

pedately 7-nerved. Inflorescence solitary or paired; pedicel 0.5-2.5 mm long, pilose, slender, 

articulated below flower; calyx 4-5 mm long; petals 4-6 mm long, orange-yellow; staminal 

column glabrous, filaments 2 mm long; styles 5. Fruit a schizocarp, subequal to calyx, 

glandular, straw-colored; mericarps 5, usually with 3 seeds, endoglossum present, apically 

spinescent, spines usually recurved. Seeds 2-3 mm, sparsely stellate-puberulent. 

 

AIDS TO IDENTIFICATION: 1 of 2 species of Pseudabutilon in the United States (the 

other occurs in Texas). In Arizona, may be confused with Abutilon wrightii, which has denser 

pubescence on leaf undersides (McNair et al. 2018). 
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ILLUSTRATIONS:  Black and White line drawing (Falk, Jenkins et al. 2001). 

    Color photo of habitat (Falk, Jenkins et al. 2001). 

    Color photo (SEINet)  

  

TOTAL RANGE:   Southern Arizona; Mexico (Sonora) 

 

RANGE WITHIN ARIZONA: Mouths of canyons on the west slopes of mountain ranges in 

Santa Cruz (Santa Rita Mountains) and Pima (Baboquivari Mountains) counties. 

 

 

SPECIES BIOLOGY AND POPULATION TRENDS 
 

GROWTH FORM: Subshrub, often erect, generally under 1 m 

 

PHENOLOGY: Flowers late summer to fall, after monsoon rains (August to October) 

 

BIOLOGY:  Presumably dies back after flowering, may be hard to find in non-summer 

months 

 

HABITAT:  Canyons and floodplain benches, usually found in partial shade, near the 

mouths of canyons in the Arizona Desert. Benson and Darrow (1981) report elevation ranges 

from 1,500-3,000 ft (458-915 m). 

 

ELEVATION: 2,624 – 3,937 ft (800-1200 m) 

 

EXPOSURE:  Often in shade of other shrubs 

 

SUBSTRATE: Gravel, canyon bottoms 

 

PLANT COMMUNITY: Desert grasslands and shrublands; one collection cites it being from 

a ‘mesquite thicket’ (Peebles 8987) (SEINet 2020). 

 

POPULATION HISTORY AND TRENDS: Unknown. Populations in Baboquivari 

Mountains have not been observed since 1940. Population of approximately 300 plants 

discovered on west slope of the Santa Rita Mountains in 2018. 

 

 

SPECIES PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION 
 

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT STATUS: None 

STATE STATUS:     Salvage Restricted (ARS, ANPL 2016) 

        [Salvage Restricted (ARS, ANPL 1999)] 

        [Salvage Restricted (ARS, ANPL 1993)] 
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OTHER STATUS:     None 

 

MANAGEMENT FACTORS:   All occurrences on private land 

 

PROTECTIVE MEASURES TAKEN:  None 

 

SUGGESTED PROJECTS:    None 

 

LAND MANAGEMENT/OWNERSHIP:  Private, BIA - Tohono O’Odham Nation. 

 

 

SOURCES OF FURTHER INFORMATION 
 

REFERENCES:  

Arizona Revised Statutes. 1993. Arizona Native Plant Law, Appendix A. 

Arizona Revised Statutes. 1999. Arizona Native Plant Law, Appendix A. 

Arizona Revised Statutes, Chapter 7. 2016. Arizona Native Plant Law, Appendix A.  

Benson, L. and R.A. Darrow. 1981. Trees and shrubs of the Southwestern Deserts. Third 

Edition, revised and expanded. The University of Arizona Press, Tucson, Arizona. P. 

100. 

Falk, M., P. Jenkins, et al; Arizona Rare Plant Committee. 2001 Arizona Rare Plant Guide. 

Published by a collaboration of agencies and organizations. Pages unnumbered. 

Flora of North America Editorial Committee. 2015. Magnoliophyta: Cucurbitaceae to 

Droseraceae. 6: i–xxiv, 1–468. In Fl. N. Amer.. Oxford University Press, New York 

 Fryxell, P. A. 1997. A revision and redefinition of Pseudabutilon (Malvaceae). Contr. Univ. 

  Michigan Herb. 21: 175–195. 

Harvard University Herbaria. Index of botanical specimens. 

http://brimsa.huh.harvard.edu/cms-wb/specimens.jsp. Accessed: 4/23/2003. 

Integrated Taxonomic Information System (ITIS). Retrieved 4/23/2003 from ITIS, 

http://www.itis.usda.gov. 

Kearney T.H. and R.H. Peebles. 1960. Arizona flora (with supplement). University of 

California Press, Berkeley. p. 539.  

 Keener, B. R. Pseudabutilon. In: Flora of North America Editorial Committee, eds. 1993+. 

  Flora of North America North of Mexico [Online]. 21+ vols. New York and Oxford. Vol. 

  3. accessed 6 Sept. 2020. 

Lehr, J.H. 1978. A catalogue of the flora of Arizona Desert Botanical Garden. Phoenix, 

Arizona. p. 94. 

McNair, D.M., J. Fox, R. Lindley, S.D. Carnahan, M.E. Taylor, and E. Makings. 2018. 

Identifying Abutilon parishii (Malvaceae) and similar species in Arizona and Sonora. 

Phytoneuron 2018-84: 1–12. 

Missouri Botanical Garden – TROPICOS, Nomenclatural Data Base. Abutilon thurberi A. 

Gray. http://mobot.mobot.org/. Accessed: 23 Apr 2003. 

Missouri Botanical Garden – TROPICOS, Nomenclatural Database. Pseudabutilon thurberi 

A. Gray. https://www.tropicos.org/name/50114417. Accessed: 15 July 2020. 

https://tropicos.org/Publication/1151
https://tropicos.org/Publication/1151
http://brimsa.huh.harvard.edu/cms-wb/specimens.jsp
http://www.itis.usda.gov/
http://mobot.mobot.org/
https://www.tropicos.org/name/50114417


AGFD Plant Abstract -4- Pseudabutilon thurberi 
 

 

NatureServe Explorer: An online encyclopedia of life [web application]. 2002. Version 1.6. 

Arlington, Virginia, USA: NatureServe. Available: http://www.natureserve.org/explorer. 

(Accessed: April 23, 2003). 

 Shreve, F. and I.L. Wiggins. 1964. Vegetation and flora of the Sonoran Desert. Volume Two. 

  Stanford University Press. Stanford, California. Pp. 880-881. 

 SEINet Portal Network. 2020. http//:swbiodiversity.org/seinet/index.php. Accessed on 

   September 07, 2020. 

 The New York Botanical Garden. NYBG Specimens detailed results. 

  http://scisun.nybg.org:8890/.  Accessed: 4/23/2003. 

 USDA, NRCS. 2002. The PLANTS Database, Version 3.5 (http://plants.usda.gov). National 

  Plant Data Center, Baton Rouge, LA 70874-4490 USA. 

 

MAJOR KNOWLEDGEABLE INDIVIDUALS:  

Susan Carnahan - Tucson, Arizona 

Laurence J. Dorr – National Herbarium, Washington, DC 

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 

 

Revised:         1992-12-04 (DBI) 

           1992-12-10 (DBI) 

           2003-05-01 (SMS) 

           2020-07-15 (KSL) 

  2020-09-08 (TME) 

 

 

To the user of these abstracts: you may use the entire abstract or any part of it.  We do request, 

however, that if you make use of these abstracts in plans, reports, publications, etc. that you credit 

the Arizona Game and Fish Department.  Please use the following citation: 

 

 Arizona Game and Fish Department.  20XX (= year of last revision as indicated at end of 

abstract).  X...X (= taxon of animal or plant).  Unpublished abstract compiled and edited 

by the Heritage Data Management System, Arizona Game and Fish Department, Phoenix, 

AZ.  X pp. 

 

http://www.natureserve.org/explorer
http://scisun.nybg.org:8890/
http://plants.usda.gov/

