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CLASSIFICATION, NOMENCLATURE, DESCRIPTION, RANGE 
 
NAME:  Sceloporus virgatus 
COMMON NAME: Striped Plateau Lizard 
SYNONYMS: Sceloporus undulatus virgatus 
FAMILY:  Sauria:Iguanidae 
 
AUTHOR, PUBLICATION: Smith, H.M. 1938:11 Occ. Pap. Mus. Zool. U. Mich 

(387):1-17. 
 
TYPE LOCALITY: "above Santa Maria Mine, El Tigre Mountains [Seirra de la Maderal], 

Sonora, Mexico". 
 
TAXONOMIC UNIQUENESS: About 54 species in genus, from southern Canada to 

Panama and from Pacific to Atlantic coasts. 
 
DESCRIPTION: Stebbins 1966:108-109. 
 
AIDS TO IDENTIFICATION:  
 
ILLUSTRATIONS: Color drawing (Stebbins 1966: plate 22) 
    Color photo (Behler and King 1979: plate 374) 
 
TOTAL RANGE: Mountains of extreme southeast Arizona and southwest New Mexico, 

south in Sierra Madre Occidental at least to south Chihuahua. 
 
RANGE WITHIN ARIZONA: Chiricahua (and Petoncillo?) Mountains, Cochise County. 
 
 
SPECIES BIOLOGY AND POPULATION TRENDS 
 
BIOLOGY: 
 
REPRODUCTION: 
 
FOOD HABITS: Arthropods 
 
HABITAT: In Arizona, oak woodland and coniferous forest, 5000 - 9600 feet, most abundant 

in oak-pine associations; principally in canyon bottoms on rocks and logs along the banks and 
in the immediate vicinity of the drainage channels, rare or absent high on canyon hillsides. 
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ELEVATION: 5,000 - 9,600 feet (1,525 - 2,928 m). 
 
PLANT COMMUNITY:  
 
POPULATION TRENDS: Thriving throughout Chiricahua Mountains. 
 
 
 
SPECIES PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION 
 
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT STATUS: None 
STATE STATUS:     2 (AZGFD, AWCS 2022) 
        [None (AGFD SWAP 2012)] 
OTHER STATUS:     ANHP Endemic Southwest 
 
 
MANAGEMENT FACTORS: Thrives with no management other than habitat 

preservation. 
 
PROTECTIVE MEASURES TAKEN: None 
 
SUGGESTED PROJECTS: Distribution, habitat, population and life history studies. 
 
LAND MANAGEMENT/OWNERSHIP:  
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